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For more information, contact SA Stud Book 
on 051 410 0900 or visit the websites  

www.sastudbook.co.za or www.logix.org.za.

M
ilk producers are under 
tremendous pressure 
to overcome the cost 
squeeze between 
expenditure and income. 
While the milk price 

may be the key driver of a dairy herd’s 
profitability, certain management and 
other measures can ensure that long-term 
profit is realised in a sustainable way. 
Studies have shown that differences in the 
profitability of dairy herds are driven mainly 
by differences in production efficiency, 
seen in a broad context.

This efficiency can be expressed in the 
following ways:
•	 Kilogram milk (or income from milk) 

per day at a certain age. 
•	 Kilogram solids (collectively or per 

kilogram protein or fat) per day at a 
certain age. 

•	 Kilogram milk or solids per average 
calving interval.

•	 Kilogram milk or solids per kilogram 
metabolic (or actual) weight.

•	 Margin above feed cost (the cost of all 
feed, as well as grazing area costs).

•	 Margin above feed costs and health 
(or disease) costs.

•	 Margin above feed costs plus health 
and labour costs allocated to the dairy 
branch.

•	 Margin from milk sales, culling and 
different breeding practices, as 
described and calculated here.

Recording of information
Logix Milk offers milk producers the 
opportunity to record and use essential 
information to make management 
decisions in order to minimise expenses 
relative to income. SA Stud Book’s services 

Logix Milk ensures 
effective milk production

By Dr Japie van der Westhuizen, SA Stud Book
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are focused on more than just short-term 
solutions.

Milk producers, and especially breeders, 
are assisted in setting up meaningful 
breeding goals, selection measures and 
breeding plans. The solutions offered by 
www.SADairyBulls.com’s mating programme 
are available to all Logix Milk participants.

As soon as participants provide milk 
samples and other information during 
testing, a series of processes takes place. 
The information rates each animal’s 
performance in relation to the herd’s, the 
individual animal’s age and the lactation 
number, season, days in milk and of course 
the breed of the animal.

Complete herd reports
A herd health report with an action list 
(animals that need immediate attention 
or treatment, or that did not respond to 
treatment) is generated immediately and 
emailed to the participant and to his/her 
veterinarian.

In addition, the participant and  
his/her advisers receive a comprehensive 
herd report within twelve to 36 hours, 
containing advice from a professional 
animal scientist employed by SA Stud Book. 
This comprehensive report and advice 
enable the milk producer to run his/her 
enterprise more profitably.

Aspects that are addressed include the 
following:
•	 Optimal nutrition, including roughage 

type and quality, energy and protein 
resource utilisation, feeding space 
utilisation and how it affects animals 
at different production levels and 
stages of lactation.

•	 Maximising herd fertility and practical 
solutions for optimal management in 

order to optimally balance production 
and reproduction.

•	 Herd history and benchmarks for 
herd health, nutrition and other 
management aspects, which place 
management interventions in context. 

Logix Milk is also unique in the sense that 
dairy farmers or their professional advisers 
can design their own unique reports via the 
Logix website. Logix Milk participants can 
decide who has access to the information 
(via the Internet).

Genetic service for dairy farmers
SA Stud Book also offers a complete 
genetic service for dairy farmers. BLUP 
breeding values, which form the core of 
all genetic evaluations worldwide, are 
regularly performed for the main dairy 
breeds. These evaluations comply with 
international standards and form part of 
Interbull’s global evaluations. It enables 
South African milk producers to compare 
international bulls with the genetic merit of 
their own animals here in South Africa.

Furthermore, Interbull participation 
enables SA Stud Book to deliver a unique 
genomic selection service to the South 
African dairy industry. Any bull for an 
existing breeding value (based on BLUP 
or BLUP adjusted according to a genome 
test) can be directly compared to local 
cows considered for mating. By using SA 
Stud Book’s services, local breeders can 
also breed bulls that are genetically directly 
comparable to dairy cattle in the rest of the 
world.

Breeders and other milk producers can 
visit www.SADairyBulls.com to compare the 
genetic merit of international bulls on the 
South African comparable scale with each 
other and with their own herds.

OLD MUTUAL 
AGRICULTURAL 
STUDENT ROLL 

OF HONOUR

2018 winners

Visit www.agriorbit.com for news on the various university 
faculty days during which the semi-finalists will be doing their 
presentations. 

Finalists – see you at ALFA 2019!

Entries have closed and the ball is rolling ... 
Watch this space for news on the finalists in 
our annual Old Mutual National Agricultural 

Student of the Year Competition.

Soil Sciences: 
Darren Maree, 

Stellenbosch University

Agricultural Economics: 
Chéri-Lynn Steyn, 

University of the Free State

Animal Sciences: 
Mario van den Heever, 

University of the Free State

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 
STUDENT OF THE YEAR

PRESENTED BY PLAAS MEDIA

COMPETITION

CATEGORY TOPIC SUBJECT PARTNER

Agricultural 
Economics

Are there alternatives 
available, other than 
land, for agricultural 
financing? 

Agbiz

Soil Sciences
What is the optimal point 
for the use of technology 
in the SA grain industry?

Grain SA

Animal Sciences

Is compartmentalisation 
the only solution to 
prevent the risk of foot-
and-mouth disease in SA?

RPO


